The title compound forms an essentially planar molecule with just the two methylene groups deviating significantly from this plane. The maximum deviation from the mean plane of the molecule is 0.014 (4)Å for the methylene atoms and the fused ring system has a total puckering amplitude (Cremer & Pople, 1975 ) Q = 0.032, providing a further indicator of planarity. There are just two similar structures in the CSD: MUDYIT (Klebl et al., 2002) and SERTUF (Wong et al., 2006). However, these are unsuitable for comparison as they are not planar due to substitution with bulky functional groups at the methylene position.
The title compound, C 18 H 12 S, comprises five fused rings forming an essentially planar molecule, with a total puckering amplitude (Q) of 0.032 Å and a maximum deviation from the mean plane of 0.014 (4) Å for the C atoms of the methylene groups. A crystallographic mirror plane orthogonal to the molecular plane passes through the S atom and the midpoint of the opposite C-C bond within the central five-membered ring. The molecules lie in layers, forming edge-to-face C-HÁ Á Á interactions, with a separation of 2.66 Å between one H atom of the methylene group and the centroid of an adjacent indene ring.
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